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COMPLETE 
BEAUTIFICATION 
CENTRE 


For every woman who longs for a beauty regime that’s 
fast, reliable and hers alone, The Interlude is for her. 

Located in one of Dartmouth’s heritage properties, this 
17th century home exudes warmth and relaxation the 
moment you enter. The antiques and stained glass that 
abound in this lovely establishment are the only signs of the 
past as The Interlude competes on an International level 
offering complete beauty care services in a highly 
professional manner. 





Hair Care 

The Interlude has seven 
professional hair stylists, each one 
dedicated to giving you the style that 
best suits your personality, your 
physical attributes, and your lifestyle. 

Quality cutting is essential at The 
Interlude. To strengthen and 
accentuate the cut we offer a perm 
support system for easy manageability, 
whether you have chosen soft body or 
controlled curl. 

A professional view of color 
blending is also offered either for a 
temporary or permanent enhancement. 


Make Up 

Beauty is more than skin deep, but 7 
professional skin care is a major part of 
looking your best. More and more 
women are taking advantage of the 
special services offered by The 
Interlude aesthetic team. A group of 
dedicated professionals who have the 
knowledge and the experience, but 
most important of all, they have a 
concern for you as an individual. 


The aestheticians welcome the opportunity to assist with 
your beauty regime, either through consultation or make-up 
lessons. 

The products we use and recommend are the finest 
available — Ellen Betrix, Redken, Dr. Renaud, and Rosa. Graf. 
And when you are really winter-weary, arrange for a 

series of treatments in our Sun Spa. 


Skin Care 

The Interlude facials are given in what guarantees to be 
a very relaxing and luxurious hour which can offer limitless 
benefits. The incorporation of many advanced clay 
treatments, paraffin treatments, gentle cosmetic peeling and 
ampoule penetration with specialized concentrated 
ingredients for highly effective results. The aesthetic team 
also provides a hair removal system either by wax or 
electrolysis. Their nail repair and extension service is a 
unique addition to the traditional manicure. 


Color is Magic 

Discover the colors that really bring out the best in you. 
With our Seasons Concept, the color analyst creates your 
individual color palette, with make-up applied in the correct 
and most flattering tones. 

But coordinated color is much more than just make-up. 
So the Seasons Concept also includes advice on Jewellery, 
glasses, furs, hosiery, and hair color. You also receive a 
leather wallet of fabric swatches, which makes shopping 
for your fashion wardrobe so much easier and so much 
more fun! 


Dressing the Part 

Total Care at The Interlude naturally includes offering 
you a wonderful collection of the latest fashions by Canada’s 
top designers. 

Here again, you'll have expert help in choosing your 
wardrobe, picking the right colors, and guiding you through 
the sometimes baffling array of seasonal styles. 


Exciting News 

In 1985, The Interlude will open 
the new health spa. This wonderful & 
essential expansion will include a fully 
equipped gym, sauna, steam room, 
eucalyptus room, whirlpool baths, 
professional body massage and body 
treatments. 

Come and see how The Interlude 
can be part of your modern lifestyle. 

Gift Certificates Available 


THE 
IN TERLUDE 


. 58 Ochterloney Street, 
Wee = Dartmouth 








For information or appointments, 
please call: 469-2700 


Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Wednesday and Thursday 
9:00am - 9:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am - 3:00pm 
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Ho ho to make Santa 


Lift the beard of a department 
store Santa and who will you 
find? A slightly tipsy part-timer? 
A professional who truly loves 
children? Or maybe, just maybe ... 


by Charmaine Gaudet 
hink about this for a moment. 
Who have you seen most this 
Christmas season? By way of a hint, 
think bright red suit. Jingle bells. 
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Ho ho ho. 

Who else, if not jolly old Saint 
Nick himself? Eyes twinkling, cheeks 
round and rosy as a Gravenstein, his 
face smiles from every second Christ- 
mas card, the pages of magazines and 
newspapers, roadside billboards and 
television screens. 

We’ve even seen him in the flesh; 
well, maybe not the real Santa, be- 
cause, as everybody knows, the one 
and only Mr. Claus is holed up at the 


North Pole, up to his bushy, white 
eyebrows in last-minute details. But 
we've seen a whack of look-alikes, 
sometimes several daily; in fact, in 
mid-November men and women 
dressed as Santa become as common- 
place as Catholics at a Knights of 
Columbus hall. 

Last year MacFarland’s Rental 
Centre, the largest supplier of Santa 
suits in Metro, recorded a whopping 
200 rentals in three weeks. ‘“The de- 
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home town, and still does it for groups 
like the Truro policemen and the 
Rotary Ciub. He won’t take a pay- 
cheque any more. But he’ll gladly ac- 
cept a donation for the Izaak Walton 
Killam Hospital for Children, where’ 
he has played Santa for the past two 
years. 

Sandback is the best Santa the hos- 
pital has ever had, insists Christmas 
party organizer Linda Skinner, the 
- child life department director, who has 
seen many Santas come and go. 
**Santa’s visit is the most exciting 
event of the year for the kids here.”’ 
But, she says, Christmas at the hospi- 
tal can also be sad because some chil- 
dren are very sick and ‘‘some aren’t 
even going to make it. You know this, 
and so it’s sometimes hard to keep 
your spirits up.’’ But Sandback says he 
doesn’t find it as hard. ‘‘I draw on all 


mand is skyrocketing,’ says party 
goods department manager John Dry- 
den. ‘‘We started off with just six suits 
five years ago, and now we’re up to 
36.’’ You can rent a suit and disposable 
wig and whiskers for as little as $30. If 
you'd rather buy, you can blow up to 
$500 on a deluxe, professional-quality 
outfit. 

While clothes may make the man, a 
bright red suit, a snowy beard and 
even an authentic belly laugh don’t 
necessarily make the Santa, say some 
professionals who portray jolly old 
Saint Nick on behalf of the benevo- 
lent, but busy, gent. ‘““To play a good 
Santa, the main thing is you’ve got to 
love children,’’ says Don Sandback, an 
Eastern Transport truck driver from 
Truro who has been a professional 
Santa for many years. He used to play 
Santa for large firms in Montreal, his 


the smiles and excitement. It really 
makes me high. When I make the kids 
happy, I’m happy.”’ 

Meanwhile, for the past six years 
Gary D’Eon, a firefighter with the 
Dartmouth Fire Department, has de- 
voted five weeks a year to his second 
career — playing Santa at the Micmac 
Mall. A single parent with three kids, 
he agrees it is essential to love kids to 
be a good Santa representative. Being a 
parent also helps. ‘‘Having kids of my 
own enables me to relate to other 
kids.’ He says kids believe he really is 
Santa when he gently chides them to 
go to bed early or to eat everything on 
their plates. 

He tries to ensure a child’s visit is 
not like a stint on a production line, 
because shopping mall Santas all too 
often push kids through like clock- 
work. “‘When I took this job, I made 


Don’t forget Santa’s postal code 


eC Every year, millions of kids send letters like this to Santa Claus. And he 
ce Dy does his best to answer each and every one. The enormity of the 
eC task boggles the minds of mere mortals. But then, Santa 
Claus is not like us. After all, it takes a special 
being to teach reindeer to fly, to travel the 
world in a single night and to live 
year round in a climate colder than 
March in Moncton. 
Marathon letter writing is one thing. 
But then there are the logistics of mov- 
ing all that mail to and from the 
North Pole. In this respect, Santa is 


Uf kN , only human, because, just like the rest of 
doy 
























us, he relies on Canada Post. 
2 To accommodate the tons of letters to 
Yy g Santa and his replies, the Post Office has a 
oj Santa Mail Program. Marilyn Farley, commu- 
nity relations director for the Atlantic Divi- 
sion of the Post Office, explains the program is 


ii designed to hasten delivery to and from the 
O06 North Pole. 
| The bulk of letters increased drastically in the 
past few years. When the program started in 
ay Nova Scotia four years ago, 2,000 letters were sent 
to Santa. The program was expanded to the rest of 
the Atlantic Provinces and last year the 1,212 post 
offices in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfound- 
land and P.E.I. handled more than 50,000 letters. 


Farley says kids can help ensure their letters reach 
Santa by using the North Pole’s postal code — 
HOH OHO. “To get a reply,’ she says, ‘don’t forget to 
3 Se include a return address.’ 


a Oh, and by the way, a few days before Christmas last _ 
v, year, this handwritten letter arrived in a Halifax apartment: 


Dear Kevin, 
ss Merry Christmas! Mrs. Claus found your letter in the mail 
box this morning and we both thought it was lovely. There are so 
many friends writing to us now, and we often sit here by the fire _ 
reading the letters together. The elves and I have been making many 
surprises and gifts for all our friends, and Mrs. Claus has been busy 
baking some goodies and planning my trip. We are all very excited 
and can hardly wait for Christmas. Try to be extra good now, and 
think of others while I’m thinking of you. 











Love, 
Santa 
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BEAUTIFUL SOLID OAK 


eee Complete Dining Room and Bedroom Suites == 


NOSNIGOY NOG 





The Argyle Pine range of traditionally 
designed furniture is now available in beautiful, 
solid oak. Our Nova Scotia manufacturing 
facilities will now be providing our complete 
lines of Dining Room and 
Bedroom suites in solid oak 
as well as pine. 


That’s beautiful. 


Introducing. 


A complete line of upholstered furniture by ae 
Euro Design. A wide selection we very 
| comfortable sofas, love seats, 
chairs and matching sofa beds, 
all available in a choice of 


Sandback: “You “ve got to love children’’ 


only one stipulation: that I would 
spend a lot of time with each kid. I 
spend an average of two minutes, and 
sometimes as long as five. People 
really don’t mind standing in line if 


, ARGYLE 1588 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada, B3J 2B3 
they feel their kid i is going to get a PI NE (902) 421-1900 
something out of it.’ 


‘While obviously fluent in the BARRINGTON BUILT BY WOODCRAFT MANUFACTURING, HALIFAX CO.., N.S. 
language of children, D’Eon and Sand- Call or write for our free brochure. 
back have yet another advantage — oer 
they are bilingual. ‘‘French kids here 
expect an English Santa. When Santa 
speaks their language, they’re thrilled. 
It reinforces their belief in him,’’ 
Sandback explains. It’s another reason 
why D’Eon and Sandback are among 
the best in the business. 

But for every dedicated Santa’s 
helper, there’s another for whom the 

‘job holds nothing more than a pay- 
cheque. Sandback says many kids are 


SPRING GARDEN 


J 


NOSNISOW NOG 





30 Fragrances 
White Musk ¢ Chypre * Muguet ¢ Lilac ¢ Rose * Woody Sandalwood ¢ Amber ¢ Lavender ® Carnation ¢ Coconut ® Moss ° 
ps sinus Frangapani ¢ Mimosa ¢ Frankincense ¢ Musk © Freesia ¢ Patchouli ¢ Gardenia © Strawberry @ Laird ¢ Herb © Annie © 
. Being a parent also helps, adds D’Eon . Honeysuckle © Vetivert ¢ Linden Blossom * Samarkand ¢ Lemon Verbena © Lotus * Ylang-Ylang 


Spring Garden Place, 5640 Spring Garden Road, Halifax, 423-6671 ¢ Mic Mac Mall, Mic Mac Blvd., Dartmouth, 469-2664 
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ICELANDIC WOOLENS 
STAY WARM — WEAR WOOL — 
CHOOSE A GIFT THAT LASTS 

from our selection of handknit 
sweaters, hats, mitts and scarves 
for ladies and gents. Custom 
knitting our specialty — we'll help 
you with size/color/style. Also, 
for the knitters, a fine choice of 
Lopi wool, tweed, mohair, silk, 
other wool and blends. 


ies 


‘s 








ICELANDIC WOOLENS 
LORD NELSON ARCADE 


5675 SPRING GARDEN ROAD, HALIFAX, N.S. 
PHONE: 902-425-6048 


HIGHEST QUALITY 
VIEWING...ATA 
VERY MODEST COST. 


The Magic of 























Illustrated: 

¢ 12'' computer color 
monitor 

¢ 40” color projector 


¢ Beta VCR 


¢ 20’’ remote color T.V. 


KELNSiae™ 
For more information write 


1661 BARRINGTON STREET 
HALIFAX, N.S. B3J 129 
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D’Eon, in Micmac Mall, spends a lot of time 


afraid of department store Santas be- 
cause “‘they’re loud, rough, or 
coarse.’’ Or worse, they’ve had a nip 
or two to reinforce them for a four- 
hour shift with dozens of squirming 
kids. 

A tarnished Santa portrayal is a 
blasphemy, says actor, writer and con- 
sultant John Fulton, who has played 
Santa at Simpsons and the Penhorn 
Mall. ‘‘Santa Claus is sacred. He’s a 
holy man, a saint. That’s why you 
have to take great care in how you por- 
tray him.’’ Fulton, whose roles have 
ranged from the wizard in this year’s 
Nova Scotia Tattoo to a giant frog, 
feels Santa is the most difficult role of 
all because his character is so specific 
and narrow. ‘‘Almost everything he 
does is out of context. To play him 
well, you have to stay in character 
every second you are on ... you can’t 
scratch your nose or fidget with the 
elastic in your beard.”’ He insists that 
staying in character requires the skills 
of a professional actor, so he prepares 
for his part with dedicated concentra- 
tion. He dresses at least half an hour 
before performing and then gazes into 
a mirror until he becomes a smiling, 
jolly picture-card Santa. He says it is 
also crucial that a good Santa not reek 
of aftershave, deodorant or alcohol be- 
cause children rely heavily on their 
senses and a strong, unfamiliar smell 
can reduce them to tears. 

Substitute Santas must also cope 
with ever-growing gift lists — and ex- 
pectations — from children and 
parents. “‘Often Santa’s expected to 
provide the magic that a lot of parents 
can’t,’ says Fulton. But one Santa re- 





with each kid 





calls a rare occasion when a young boy 
asked for ‘‘peace and love in the 
world.’’ Deeply touched, the Santa 
asked if the boy wanted something for 
himself. ‘‘Sure, but my parents always 
get me everything I ask for anyway.”’ 

In times past, Santa was revered as 
the patron saint of children, bearer of 
gifts for the needy and the very spirit 
of Christmas. But commercial market- 
ing has turned him into a peddler of 
shaving cream, appliances and lingerie. 
Because Santa is a powerful marketing 
tool, most stores want one. The result- 
ing abundance of Santa Claus clones 
can give parents headaches, bewilders 
kids, and threatens the credibility of 
every professional Santa. 

One suggests that instead of all 
masquerading as the real Santa ““we 
should present ourselves as Santa’s 
helpers.’’ Most kids know Santa has 
many strange and wonderful powers, 
but he can’t be in 10 places at once, so 
that could be a plausible explanation. 
Unless, of course, you happen to be 
the real Santa. 

On that subject, professional Santas 
are notoriously non-committal. Ask 
one if he really is Santa and he’ll say, 
‘‘I’m the spirit of Santa Claus,’’ or ‘‘I 
am if you believe I am.’’ So he’s just 
another look-alike. Well, maybe ... 

Let’s put it this way. After a long 
talk about Santa, kids and Christmas, 
Don Sandback and I were exchanging 
pleasantries. I travel through Truro 
often, so I suggested that perhaps I 
could stop to visit sometimes. He said 
I’d be welcome. I asked for directions 
to his home and he replied, ‘‘Look for 
the reindeer, then turn right.”’ Cc 
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oo for an idea about something 
really neat to give someone special 
for Christmas? A CityStyle task force 
wandered through stores and wracked 
its brains for hours looking for out-of- 
the-way gifts. Here are some 
suggestions. 

Do you want to keep someone up 
in the air about what you are giving 
them? Aero Tech Aviation, of Hard- 
wood Lands near Shubenacadie, sells 
small airplanes called ultralights. A 
single-seater Wizard J3B costs $7,200 


Your recipient will need an ultralight 
pilot’s licence from the department of 
transport, and Aero Tech can provide 
the training. 
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and a two-seater T38B goes for $9,200. 


Rent a chauffeur-driven Rolls 
Royce for the person who aspires to 
the trappings of wealth, but can’t af- 
ford them. Pronto Rolls Royce Limou- 
sine of Halifax can provide a dark 
green 1957 Silver Cloud II, complete 
with red carpet service and a uni- 
formed chauffeur. Understandably, the 
car is laid up for the winter but it will 
be back on the road in May. A new 
rate structure is expected to be slightly 
higher than the $35 to $45 per hour 
charged this year. 

To ease aching muscles, Brocklin 
Toys Ltd. of Middleton has come up 
with a line of wooden muscle mas- 
sagers and foot rollers which would 
suit almost anyone on your ‘“‘hard-to- 
buy-for’’ list. They are available at 
Jennifer’s of Nova Scotia for $10.00. 

If you are interested in giving an 
opulent gift, consider custom-made 
jewelry. You could, for example, have 
a ring made with lapis lazuli — a 
bright blue gem sometimes flecked 
with gold-like chips and punctuated 
with brilliant streaks of white. The 
stone was favored by ancient emperors 
for everything ranging from jewelry 
to inlays for gold-encrusted walls. 
There are several chunks of Afghanis- 





tan lapis lazuli in Fawcett Bradshaw > 
Goldsmiths Ltd. on Barrington Street 
and you could have a piece set in a 14 
carat, yellow gold ring for about $400. 
For audiophiles who need their 
tunes, even on the coldest days, it is 
now possible to be wired for sound 
without having frozen ears. Hear 
Muffs made of real fur are equipped 


ee ot a 


with speakers and a jack which fit all 
portable stereo radio/cassette players. 





Available in a choice of muskrat, blue 
fox, racoon, fox, otter, beaver and 
coyote for $35.00 a pair from Mitchell 
Fur on Blowers Street. 
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Need something for a sailor? How 
about four non-skid wine glasses that 
hold 10 ounces each? These glasses, 
made of a space-age product called 
Lexan that was developed by General 
Electric, have an edge over other non- 
skid products because they are un- 
breakable. A good sharp crack on a 
table won’t do a thing to them. Avail- 
able at The Binnacle on Blowers Street 
for $32.00 a set or $8.00 each. 

For leather lovers, consider a made- 
in-Halifax suede tie from Aurora De- 
signs. They sell for $18.50 at D.J.’s 
Tannery on Spring Garden Road. The 
store also carries some interesting 
hand-knit leather sweaters, made in 
Turkey, which cost $129.00. 

The person who has everything 
might appreciate a gift pack of exotic 
preserves like brandied cherries, pears 
in triple sec, fiddleheads en marinade, 
brandied peach marmalade, rum pear 
butter and brandied apple butter. 
Several of these products, made by Fin 
d’Hiver, Quebec, have won awards of 
excellence. A gift pack of three 250 
millilitre jars is $22.95, or one 500 
millilitre jar is $13.95 at Between 
Friends in the Courtyard on Dresden 
Row. 

The otolith is a bone in the inner 
ear of a fish that acts as a balancing 
organ. An enterprising craftsman has 
developed a unique line of jewelry 
using this small bone, which is ivory 
colored and looks like a small shell. A 
collection of earrings, necklaces and 
lapel pins is available at craft stores. 
Prices start at about $8.00. 

Because brier is hard and has a con- 
voluted grain, it is exceptionally diffi- 
cult to carve. It follows that a carved 
brier pipe might be hard to find. Mac- 
Donald Tobacco and Gifts, in Bar- 
rington Place, had one shaped like a 
fisherman’s head for $199.00. If it is 
gone and you have a lot more money 
to spend, you might consider a set of 
seven pipes — one for each day of the 


week — in a smart black case for about 
$1,300. 
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The 

finest 

quality 

diamonds, cut 
stones and gems 


backed by impeccable - 


__ workmanship, supported by 
110 years of skill, knowledge, 


trust and advice with professional 


appraisals by our Graduate Gemologist. 
a Thomas Jewellery Limited 


The newest in scientific x y, Gemoiogists 
equipment the “PORTALAB”’. 1883 Granville Street, Halifax 


Nova Scotia, B3J 2X1 902-422-3702 












Children and adults who love dolls 
may appreciate a doll house or furni- 
ture. The houses start at about $60 as 
kits you build yourself. But these toys 
can cost as much or as little as you 
want: furniture starts at about $3.99 
for a simple pine piece and ranges up 
to $225 for a gold-upholstered, seven- 
piece livingroom set. The Doll House, 
in Historic Properties, also stocks a 
wide range of toys and dolls, including 
limited edition, numbered representa- 
tions of the royal family. 

Inexpensive beauty aids could in- 
clude Japanese pumice stones — 
volcanic rock to smooth rough skin — 
or Pirarucu fish scale nail files. The 
pumice costs $4.95 and the files sell 
for $1.99 at the Body Shop in Spring 
Garden Place. The store also stocks a 
wide variety of soaps and bath beads. 

Another beauty gift could be a gift 
certificate for a makeover. A special 
on a facial, hair styling, manicure, 
pedicure and makeup goes for about 
$80 at Interlude on Ochterloney Street 
in Dartmouth. 

And, for those awkward-to-buy-for 
outdoorsmen in the family, help is also 
at hand. 





A Travel Half Dome backpack by 
Camp Trails is cleverly designed to 
function as both commercial luggage 
and as an internal frame pack for ex- 
tended use on the trail. A hidden panel 
unfolds from a secured bottom pocket 
to cover the adjustable suspension 
system when the pack is to be used as 
luggage. The reinforced carry handle 
and detachable shoulder strap make it 
convenient to tote around airports. 

Available in various colors from the 
Trail Shop in Halifax, the pack sells in 
various sizes from $90.00 to about 
$200.00. 

For the anglers in gift givers’ lives, 
Hardy Bros. of England manufactures 
a six-piece luxury fly rod, small 
enough to fit in a brief case, and an ac- 
companying pigskin and aluminum 
protective case. 

Now available in a deluxe bur- 
gundy-colored blank in seven-foot, 
eight-foot and nine-foot lengths, this 
item is at once a thoroughly practical 
pack rod, a well-engineered fishing 
tool, and a status symbol for the angler 
who has everything. 
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and lined inside with synthetic pile. 
It’s the small velcro-closure pocket 
in the end of each mitt that makes 
them different, for inside is a liquid 
fuel satellite heater with an estimated 
3 burning time of eight to 12 hours. The 
a ignition system is flameless, operating 
Ge on a single AA battery, and the heater 
burns ordinary lighter fluid or benzine. 
Available from the Trail Shop, the 
mitts retail for approximately $60.00. 
Or, on a more economical scale, 
how about a subscription to Eastern 
Canada’s new outdoor magazine, 
Eastern Woods & Waters. This high- 
quality, full-color publication will ap- 
pear on the newsstands for the first 
time next March and has been de- 


signed specifically for Atlantic Cana- 
dians. Special charter subscription 
rates are available through Northeast 
Publishing Ltd., 1668 Barrington St. 
in Halifax: $12.95 for one year and 
$22.95 for two years. 



































Sold in, or available through, qual- 
ity sports stores everywhere, the rod 
retails for about $350.00 and the case 
for about $100.00. 

Frozen finger tips can be a thing of 
the past for winter sports buffs and 




















waterfowl fanatics with Heat-Aires 
mitts by Paris Glove. This Canadian- 
made product is steerhide on the ex- 
terior, insulated with synthetic fibre 
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Pimps and “‘players’’ 
— they claim there are 
no victims 






If youre interested in getting that 
kind of mileage out of your next car, 
come to our Volvo showroom. But 
hurry! Cars that can run for 19.3* years 
are in short supply. 


* Average life expectancy of a Volvo in Sweden is 19.3 years. Driving condi- 
tions in Canada may differ. So your Volvo may not last quite that long. 


soicenaioa 7 7 Pas oO 


© VOLVO CANADA LTD. 1984 A car you can believe in. 


mE! CHAPMAN MOTORS LTD. 


entertainment 
2710 Agricola Street, Halifax, N.S. B3K 4E1 
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Day tripping from 
metro — on skis 







Fashion and 
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A runaway ship could have knocked down 


Halifax Harbour bridge, fulfilling a Micmac curse 


ernie 
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The safest way to travel: by bridge! 








““The Indian stood in his light 
canoe. 

And his hatchet under the waves 
he threw. 

Then raised his hands to the 
heavens above. 

And this 1s the legend of hate and 
love. 

‘Three times a bridge o’er these 
waves shall rise. 

Built by the paleface so strong and 
WIS. 

Three times shall fall like a dying 
breath. 

In storm and silence and last in 
death.’ ”’ 

— Author Unknown 





CS8 


by Brent King 

hat legend of a Micmac curse on 

three Narrows bridges lives on. 
But so does the Angus L. Macdonald 
(the third bridge) which spans the har- 
bor in defiance of the hex. And to 
really miff the gods, up the harbor a 
way stands the A. Murray MacKay. 

The prophecy hasn’t always seemed 
so harmless: two earlier bridges met 
their predicted fate. Those earlier 
railway structures were made of 
wooden trestles and masonry piers. 
They were short-lived. The first, built 
in 1884, washed out seven years later 
in a severe storm. The second floated 
silently away — true to the spell — 
with the tide. 

So, perhaps the Angus L. Mac- 
donald’s suspension engineering only 
marginally suspends local superstition. 
Thirty years old this spring, the Mac- 
donald has been collecting tolls despite 
the dire predictions. In 1954, Halifax 
boasted 20,000 homes; a man’s suit 
and two pairs of pants (on sale) went 
for $29.39; and bridge builders, known 
as ‘“‘sand hoggers,’’ doing dangerous 
excavation work earned $85 for a 


24-hour week. 

Reg Allen, chairman of the Halifax- 
Dartmouth Bridge Commission, says 
little was left to chance when the mile- 
long Macdonald was opened on April 
2, 1955. For starters, the scheduled 
ribbon cutting date was switched from 
April Fool’s Day — just to be on the 
safe side. To double-whammy any bad 
spirits, the chief of the Micmac tribe 
served up some strong medicine of his 
own, and removed his ancestor’s curse. 

But the Macdonald has seen its 
share of tragedy. Several workers died 
building the bridge. Even when the 
$11-million ‘‘massive graceful span’’ 
was erected, there were concerns about 
“*special protection against any ship 
which might in some manner brush 
against the piers supporting the 
tower.” The remedy then was to face 
the piers with granite. 

The fear has always been that a 
vessel navigating the 1,100-foot channel 
between the bridge’s piers might have 
steering, engine or electrical failure at 
a crucial moment. 

‘*Statistics gathered from the var- 
ious members of the International 
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Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Associa- 
tion, embracing 18 countries who con- 
trol facilities in substantially similar 
circumstances to ours, outline that the 
dangers are real,’’ says a Macdonald 
pier protection study by consulting en- 
gineering firm Whitman, Benn & As- 
sociates Ltd. 

The Canadian Coast Guard has 
found that almost half the bridge colli- 
-gions are caused by human error, more 
than double the number caused by me- 
chanical failure. 

For commuters, a disabling colli- 
sion would mean facing severe traffic 
tie-ups at the remaining bridge or driv- 
ing 15 miles around Bedford Basin. If 
a bridge collapsed, rebuilding it would 
cost tens of millions of dollars and take 
a couple of years. 

Since the opening of the Fairview 
Cove Container Terminal, ship traffic 
under the bridges has increased, and 
larger vessels are arriving. Some ships 
are third generation, or jumbo, con- 
tainer ships. The Atlantic Companion 
and Atlantic Concert, for example, are 
each 106 feet wide, 830 feet long and 
carry 36,000 metric tons of cargo. 

In 1982, such circumstances led the 
Coast Guard to rank the Macdonald 
and MacKay as two of the most vulner- 
able bridges in the country. Protection 








a git 


The Macdonald Bridge under construction 
30 years ago 
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for the piers was termed urgent. 

Now, however, that label no longer 
applies, thanks to a $5-million program 
to place rock berms or protective is- 
lands around the piers. Safety upgrad- 
ing was the result of a nine-year cam- 
paign for funding which involved mu- 
nicipal, provincial and federal govern- 
ment officials. Ottawa and Nova Scotia 
split the cost of the project which 
called for 350,000 cubic metres of 
stone fill to be built up around the two 
bridges’ eastern piers. 

The measure had immediate spin- 
offs. It helped the Bridge Commission 
find an insurer willing to underwrite 
the bridges (they’re covered for $80 
million although they cost a total of 


$48 million to build). Unofficially at 
least, all this probably removes them 
from the list of high-risk bridges. 

Another bridge could be in store 
for Halifax-Dartmouth. ‘‘The present 
two bridges are getting close to their 
maximum designed traffic at peak 
times,’ Reg Allen says. Over the years 
there have been schemes for a bridge 
or a tunnel connecting the cities to 
George’s Island, as well as a North 
West Arm crossing. 

For now, anyway, enjoy the exist- 
ing twin sister suspension bridges. 
Their 12-storey-high decks offer quite 
a panoramic view. And, on a windy 
day, you really get your quarter’s 
worth. 


IF YOU’ RE SHOPPING 
FOR AN AMPLIFER 





harman/kardon Amplifiers feature 


High Current Capability—Easily drives low impedance 


speakers 


Low Negative Feedback Design—For low TIM Distortion 
Ultrawideband Frequency Response, DC Coupled—For open 
transparent sound and improved transient response 

Discrete Audio Circuitry—For higher performance than IC 


construction 


Tone Defeat/Tape Copy and Monitor Functions/Subsonic Filter 


MAXIMUM VALUE FOR YOUR DOLLAR 





: Sfereo Shop 


... the intelligent choice. 


159 Wyse Rd. 
463-8850 


6065 Cunard St. 
422-1471 


MASTERCARD @ VISA ¢ AMERICAN EXPRESS 
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Badmuinton’s 
local heroes 








Gladys and Anne Longard reside 
quietly in Halifax in a house filled 
to the brim unth trophies. The 
trophies remind them that once 
they ruled the local badminton 
Scene with unwavering success 


by Mark Alberstat 

nyone who has played organized 

badminton in the Maritimes in the 
last 50 years has at some time felt the 
Midas touch of the Longard sisters of 
Halifax. Between them, they have 
coached hundreds of players, played 
thousands of games, and organized 





Annie and Gladys Longard: ‘‘We were the best in the Maritimes’”’ 


hundreds of tournaments. house, you immediately know why the people they have worked with here and 
Gladys, 71, and Annie, 69, reside in | Longards are regarded as living in other parts of the world. Among 

a large corner house on Oxford Street legends in Maritime badminton. The their prized possessions are three blue 

in south-end Halifax where they have house is literally one huge trophy porcelain plates from Bermuda. 

lived for the past 68 years. The house room. There are book cases with Gladys did not actually play bad- 

is old and stately. The flowers in the trophies, a piano covered with minton until after she graduated from 

front and the small garden in the back | trophies, and buffet tables topped with | Dalhousie University in 1934. Her 

reveal nothing about the exploits of yet more trophies. The walls are graduation present was a badminton 

their owners. But once inside the covered with plaques and gifts from racket. Annie, meanwhile, had been 


playing for two years in Dalhousie’s 
Studley Gymnasium. In 1936, Annie’s 
doubles partner moved away. Gladys 
became Annie’s partner. This union 
produced one of the best doubies 
teams ever seen in the Maritimes. 

Annie and Gladys produced 21 local 
tournament wins and 19 runner-ups 
between the years 1942 and 1980. They 
have played 36 consecutive Maritime 
Badminton Championships and 41 
Halifax City and District badminton 
championships. The Longard team has 
worked so well the sisters are often 
mistaken for twins though Gladys says, 
‘Annie is the captain and I am the 
mate.”’ 

In 1936, the Longards started what 
became known as the Dalhousie Uni- 
versity Alumni Badminton Club. This 
club came about as a result of Annie 

wanting to continue to play at Dal- 
YO U a e ; E T housie. The club only lasted until 
1950, when the Longards moved to a 


ba it Ov] 'D - S larger facility. 
The Alumni Club was a member of 
S C hn @) @) [| N G the McCurdy Cup League. The other 
clubs in the league were based in 


churches and gyms around Halifax. 
One of the Longards’ mentors at the 
club was a Dalhousie professor named 
Mercer, who had won the Maritime 
singles championship in the early 
1920s. He instilled in Annie and 
Gladys their joy of the game and a lust 
for winning. It was fortunate, because 
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ae FS, e take care of all the details. Delivery 
3 y throughout Halifax and Dartmouth. Wire service 
across Canada and the U.S.A. 


Exclusive floral catering service. 
Plants and silk floral arrangements. Sales & 
rentals. Conventions, trade shows & banquets. 
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Send your gift to - Care Canada 
1312 Bank Street Ottawa K1S 5H7 





the Dal Club seldom won in its early 
years. Annie recalls, ‘“We thought we 
were good if we got one point.”’ 

The war years interrupted the 
Longards’ rise through the ranks of 
the Maritime badminton scene. Be- 
tween 1943 and 1945, all official tour- 
naments stopped. During these years, 
Annie learned the fine art of mending 
broken shuttles. New ones were simply 
not available at this time. The prize 
money and entry fees of wartime bad- 
minton games went to the war effort. 

In 1964, 1966 and 1968, Annie and 
Gladys saw more of the world than 
most people ever dream of seeing. 
These trips came about as a direct re- 
sult of their badminton and their will- 
ingness to make friends in the sport. A 
short list of the cities they visited in- 
cludes: Bombay, New Delhi, Bangkok, 
Melbourne and Copenhagen. 

The organizer of these tours was 
Frank Devlin, a 10-time world cham- 
pion who knew all the good players 
around the world and was welcome in 
just about every country he visited. 

Needless to say, the Longards have 
many fond memories of those years 
and the following is just a taste of 
those memories: ““‘In Bangkok the 2 . 
chief of police entertained us while we - : house. see fD 
were there and he brought out Tia ig INTERIORSLTD. 
dancers as some of the entertainment,”’ ie _ 

Annie recalls. Gladys vividly remem- : : 
bers New Delhi: “‘It was a riot. The 
crowded New Delhi streets were like 
nothing we had ever seen. We played 
in this hall and it was just jam packed, 
and the fans were yelling and clapping 
for every point.’’ 

In 1968 they went on a South 
Pacific tour, playing singles matches in 
90-degree fahrenheit heat. The players 
on the tour spent three days in each 
city, spending the afternoon sightsee- 
ing and the evening playing the exhibi- 
tion matches against local players. 

Although the Longards played 
against the world’s best they realized 
they were not world class. ‘“We knew 
we were the best in the Maritimes,’’ 
Annie says, ‘‘but going to the Cana- 
dian Championships eight times and 
never winning showed us that we were 
not the best in Canada.”’ In their first 
experience with the Canadian Cham- 
pionships they advanced to the quarter 
finals and another time reached the 
semi finals. 

But the Longards have, without a 
doubt, added much to the badminton 
scene in the Maritimes and Nova 
Scotia in particular. They have yet to 
be elected to the Nova Scotia Sports 
Heritage Hall of Fame. There are 
three categories in the Hall of Fame: 
Players and/or Game Builder and 
Team. The Longards qualify for the 
first two and are unquestionably 
worthy of the honor. This injustice 
will hopefully be remedied at the next 
Hall of Fame ceremonies. cS 
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wanted list 


The Atlantic Insight list of 
subscriber names and addresses 
is recognized as containing the 
cream of the Atlantic Canada 
market. As a subscriber, you are 
seen as a prime prospect for all 
manner of goods and services. 

On occasion, and only after 
careful scrutiny of the offering 
to be made, we will lease our list 
to reputable companies and 
organizations. 

Many people appreciate the 
opportunity to be made aware of 
new ideas and services. 
However, if you would prefer to 
have your name and address 
excluded from the list when it is 
leased, please let us know, write: 
Neville Gilfoy, Circulation 
Director, Atlantic Insight, 1668 
Barrington Street, Halifax, N.S. 
B3J 2A2. 

Please include the address 
label from a recent issue. 








GADABOUT 


ART GALLERIES 
AND MUSEUMS 


Dalhousie University Art Gallery. 
Through December, W.7. Wood: 
Paintings and Graphics. An extensive 
display of the paintings, drawings and 
prints of Ontario artist W.J. Wood 
(1877-1954). Organized by the Art Gal- 
lery of Ontario. Suzanne Swannie: New 
Work. This exhibition of weaver 
Suzanne Swannie’s work involves ex- 
perimental drawings composed of 
layers of paper and pulled thread 
fabric. Christine Ross-Hopper: New 
Work. Hopper’s previous interest in 
landscape painting has evolved to in- 
clude horizontal groupings of photo- 
graphs that depict common Nova 
Scotia landscapes and seascapes. 
Dalhousie University Campus, 

6101 University Avenue. Hours: Tues.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tues. evening, 
7-10 p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 1-5 p.m.; 
Closed Monday. 

Saint Mary’s University Art Gallery. 
To Dec. 14: Felicity Redgrave — Night/ 
Spaces. Gallery Hours: Tues., Wed., & 
Thurs., 1 p.m.-7 p.m.; Fri. 1 p.m.- 

5 p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 2 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Closed Mondays. 

Dartmouth Heritage Museum. 

Dec. 10-Jan. 2: Feannine Meehan, Orls. 
100 Wyse Road, Dartmouth. Hours: 
Mon.-Sat., 1-5 p.m., Wed., 1-5 & 

6-9 p.m.; Sun. 2-5 p.m. 

Nova Scotia Museum. Through De- 
cember: Nightwings. An Exhibit about 
Bats. This exhibit, filled with bat spec- 
imens, enlarged models, close-up 
photos, video-clips and sounds, is from 
the National Museum of Natural Sci- 
ences and is designed to dispel miscon- 
ceptions about these flying mammals. 
1747 Summer Street. Hours: Tues., 
Thours., Fri., Sat., 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.- 
Wed., 9:30 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., 

1-5 p.m. Closed Mondays. 

Maritime Museum of the Atlantic. 
Through December: Iilustrations by 
Walter Scott. An exhibit of 20 illustra- 
tions of fishing vessels and fishing 
methods by artist Walter Scott, com- 
missioned by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada. 1675 Lower Water Street. 
Hours: Tues.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Closed Mondays. 
Mount Saint Vincent University Art 
Gallery. To Dec. 16: Downstairs: The 
Perfect Setting: Dinnerware for Govern- 
ment House. Upstairs: Metal 

Arts Guild of Nova Scotia: A 
Retrospective, 1951-1984. Bedford 
Highway. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 
9 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Art Gallery of Nova Scotia. Through 
December. Main Gallery: Wayne 






















. Be ucher: A survey. A survey of works 
2p ast 10 years, including works on 


Guest Curator: Susan Gibson. 
Aezzanine Gallery: David Taylor. 

. survey of recent works by a Nova 

- $eotian potter. Second Floor Gallery: 
Permanent Collection. A selection of 
rks from the Permanent Collection 


shibited on a rotating basis. 


eg 












Wed., Fri., Sat., 10 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.; 
| 5:30 p.m. 


MOVIES 


Rebecca Cohn Auditorium, Sunday 


ving the artist’s development over 


, paintings, and painted construc- 


: 6152 Coburg Road. Hours: Mon., Tues., 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., 12 p.m.- 











Fiim Series: Dec. 2: Class. Advertised 
— wrongly — as a sex comedy, Class is 
really a study, often amusing, some- 
times bitter, of the nature and the 
limits of friendship, illustrating finally 
the idea that the measure of true 
“‘class’’ is the weapon that you don’t 
use, no matter what. Dec. 9: Betrayal. 
The world of Harold Pinter in Betrayal 
is a provocative place where feelings 
run high, tempers run short and mar- 
riages begin and end with the silence 
of desperation. A provocative and hyp- 
notic film. 

Rebecca Cohn Auditorium, Travel- 
ogue Films: Dec. 10, Bermuda. This 
tiny semi-tropical island in the Atlantic 
is explored in depth — coral lagoons 


Mobil Oil Canada, Ltd. 


145 King Street West, PO. Box 4055, Station ‘A’, Toronto, Ontario MSW 2M1 
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and limestone caves with underground 
pools and spectacular stalactite and 
stalagmite formations, aerial views of 
the island’s surrounding reefs and un- 
usual coral rock formations, 17th and 
18th century houses with their unique 
architectural styles; and a look at Ber- 
muda’s breath-taking underwater 
scenery and marine life. Filmed and 
narrated by Ralph Gerstle. 


CLUB DATES 


Privateers’ Warehouse: Historic Pro- 
perties. Middle Deck: Dec. 10-15: 
Mark Haines and the Zippers; Dec. 
24-29: The Aviators. Hours: Lower 
Deck, 11:30-12:30 a.m. Middle Deck, 
1]1-2:30 a.m. 

Ti Teddy’ s: Piano Bar at Delta Bar- 
rington Hotel. To Dec. 15: Allan 
Fawcett. Dec. 17-31: F7.P. Ellis. Hours: 
Mon.-Sat., 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 

The Village Gate: 534 Windmill 
Road, Dartmouth. Dec. 3-8: Armaged- 
don; Dec. 17-22: The Customers; Dec. 
24-29: Songsmith. Hours: Mon.-Wed., 
10 a.m.-11 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 

10 a.m.-12:30 a.m. 


IN CONCERT 


Rebecca Cohn Auditorium. Dec. 6 & 
7: Les Ballets Trockadero. This de- 
lightfully satiric company of all male 
dancers, performing the ballerina roles 
as well as the straight danseur assign- 
ments, presents a playful, entertaining 
view of traditional, classical ballet in 
parody form. Dec. 9: Christmas in 
Song. Dr. Walter Kemp leads the 100 
voices of the Dalhousie Chorale and 
the sparkling sound of the Dalhousie 
Brass Ensemble in their 7th annual af- 
ternoon of seasonal music. Christmas in 
Song is fast becoming an established 
Halifax tradition as a musical treat for 
the whole family with audience carols 
and the children’s quiz. A Department 
of Music presentation. 


SPORTS 


Dartmouth Sportsplex. 

Metro Valley Junior A Hockey: 

Dec. 2, 2:30 p.m.: Dartmouth Fuel 
Kids versus Cole Harbour Colts. Dec. 
16, 2:30 p.m.: Dartmouth Fuel Kids 
versus Halifax Lions. Dec. 23, 2:30 
p.m.: Dartmouth Fuel Kids versus 
Amherst Ramblers. Dec. 30, 2:30 
p.m.: Dartmouth Fuel Kids versus 
Moncton Hawkes. 

Metro Valley Senior A Hockey: 
Dec. 2, 7 p.m.: Moosehead Mounties 
versus Windsor Schooners. Dec. 9, 
7 p.m.: Moosehead Mounties versus 
Chester Olands Exports. Dec. 16, 

7 p.m.: Moosehead Mounties versus 
Bridgewater Ten Pennies. Dec. 23, 

7 p.m.: Moosehead Mounties versus 
Charlottetown Islanders. Dec. 30, 

7 p.m.: Moosehead Mounties versus 
Bridgewater Ten Pennies. 
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Fine Art by 
Contemporary Canadian Artists. 





Lease/Purchase available 






Detail from 
Snook Farmhouse 
copyright® 1983 

James L. Keirstead 























Duke of Argyle Gallery 


1572 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2B3 


You'll Enjoy... 


The Mystery of the 
Oak Island Treasure 
December 14-23 

discover the real secret of § 
the Oak Island Treasure 2. 3 
that has baffled adventurers ‘ory years. 


poy January 4-27 

MESSER’G take a walk down memory 
lane with a musical tribute 

J UBILEE toa national i institution. 


Phone box office 429-7070 
NOW PLAYING 



















Fashion and Furs 
Connect 


t Michael M., fashion does 


not end with our exclusively 


designed furs. 

The look is CONTEMPRA. 
Lines such as ESPRIT EUROPE, 
EMANUELLE and TRIANGLE are 

accentuated by leathers, 
outerwear and accessories. 
MICHAEL M. creates the complete 
look for the active woman. 





ichael 


& 
Fashion and Furs 










Michael Mitchell Fashion and Furs Ltd. 


1570 Argyle Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
B3J2B3 (902)422-8177 


Watch for local showings of our distinctive 
lines of furs throughout Atlantic Canada. 












® 


The Apple Experts 


gucccsee’ 
goececee! 


atlantis 


microcomputer 


& AErEeTRENIE® LIMITED 


1558 Argyle St., Halifax, N.S. 
B3J 2B3 4226556 


» Authorized Dealer 








TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


We've been crafting in solid wood 
furniture for over seven years. The 
same quality and craftsmanship goes 
into our unique line of ‘giftware’. 

A wide selection of pine mirrors, salt 
boxes and wall sconces are just a few 
of the unique gift ideas you will find 
in our downtown shop. You'll also see 
an attractive display of beautiful brass 
lamps, glassware and decorator clocks, 
all designed to further compliment 
any home. 


4 E 1588 ARGYLE STREET 
wii, PINE Ha trax, Nova Scotia 
Ste ee 


(902) 421-1900 
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OLD MAN MORIAS 


Ong Man Morias is warm, 
intimate, and relaxed. Here you 
can enjoy the finest Greek 
cuisine, specializing in lamb, veal, 
and shrimp. There are homemade 
breads and pastries, and wines 
specially imported from Greece. 
Dinner for two, around $32, 
including wine and appetizer. 


Cards: VISA 

MasterCard 
American Express 
EnRoute 


Hours: Dinner Monday-Saturday 
6-11 pm 
Lunch (December only) 
Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
11 am-2 pm 


OLD MAN MORIAS 


1150 Barrington Street, Halifax 
a_i es 
AS 


DJ: 


D,. on Spring Garden Road has the cozy Cafe 
for early moming breakfast, hearty lunches, and 
tempting aftemoon desert and cotfee. The Back Room 
Restaurant and Patio features superb lunches and 
dinners from a splendid menu. Appetizers, steak, lobster, 
shish ka bobs, and scrumptious desserts. Enjoy exotic 
cocktails, and fine wines. DJ's Restaurant dinner for two, 
about $35.00 includes wine and desserts. 


Cards: EnRoute Hours: 11:30am - 11:30pm 
American Express Saturday & Sunday Brunch 
VISA 11:30am - 8:00pm 
MasterCard 


D.J.’s Cafe & The Back Room Restaurant 


and Patio 5472 Spring Garden Road Halifax 
Cafe 429-7256 Restaurant 429-6786 


Reservations: 422-7960 


le is an intimate and informal eate 
apne the lines of a New York cafe. Light meals 


are the specialty, with a wide choice of 
appetizers, salads, quiche, and fresh cut 
sandwiches. Good vauleny of wines. Famous for 
Sunday brunch. Dinner for two, from $20 


Cards: 
VISA 


Hours: 

Monday-Wednesday 10:00 am-9:00 pm 
Thursday/Friday 10:00 am-11:00 pm 
Saturday 10:00 am-9:00 pm 

Sunday 2:00 pm-8:00 pm 


Christophers 


1711 Barrington Street Halifax 
Reservations anytime (except noon-2:00 pm) 423-1991 


DESSERTS -PLUS 


F iiencly and relaxed. You are encouraged to linger. Full 
menu includes soups, salads, crepes, chicken, and of course, 
fabulous desserts. Fully licensed. Dinner for two; $25-$30 


Cards: MasterCard 
VISA 
EnRoute 
American 
Express 


Hours: The Brewery 
Monday-Saturday 9:30 am-11:30 pm 
Closed Sunday 
Spring Garden Place 
Monday-Saturday 9:30 am-11:30 pm 
Sunday 12 noon-5:00 pm 


Desserts Plus Restaurant & Bakery 
The Brewery, Salter & Hollis Street 421-1780 

Spring Garden Place, Spring Garden Road 423-3213 
Reservations taken for lunch and dinner 


OF BURNSIDE 


Bua: is a warm, friendly, and comfortable family 
restaurant. There's a full menu of good, homemade 
meals at sensible prices. Choose from the ‘“‘all day”’ 
menu, or from the daily lunch and dinner specials. 
There's a breakfast buffet, and Brunch is served Saturday 
and Sunday. Bud's is open 24-hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Dinner for two $25.00-$30. Fully licensed. 


Cards: American Express Lunch specials 11:00 am- 
2:00 pm 

Dinner specials 5:00 pm- 
10:00 pm 


MasterCard 


Bud’s of Burnside 

Restaurant, Lounge, Banquet Hall 

121 Ilsley Avenue, Bumside Industrial Park, Dartmouth, N.S. 
465-4831 


For inquiries on Atlantic Insight's 
Guide to Metro Dining, 
please contact... 


Susan McKinney 
Regional Sales Manager 
Atlantic Insight 

1668 Barrington Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 2A2 


(902) 429-8090 





CityWatch 


A special time and place é 


by Tom Sinclair-Faulkner 
know I had mixed feelings during 
the Pope’s visit to Halifax last Sep- 
tember. I think John Paul II did too. 

Let me start with what delighted 
me. There is too little that is ‘‘mar- 
vellous’’ in the modern world, too lit- 
tle that excites our sense of wonder. 
Before the modern era people thought 
that some places and times were more 
special than others. They called them 
‘‘holy,’’ but you and I would say 
“real.’? When they drew a map of the 
world, only one place could stand in 
the centre: Jerusalem, the holy city of 
Jews, Christians and Muslims. Every- 
thing else took its own ‘‘reality’’ from 
its relationship to the holy thing that 
stood at the centre. 

But modern maps have no sacred 
centre. They are centred on the 
*‘Greenwich meridian,’ a purely ar- 
bitrary line, chosen simply because the 
geographer who first proposed it hap- 
pened to be working in the town of 
Greenwich at the time. In our secular 
world, one place is as good as another; 
no place is special, more ‘‘real.”’ 

alifax is a modern, secular city, 
but the Pope created in many of us an 
awareness of something holy when he 
came to the Commons. Make allow- 
ance for the fact that many people 
really were not interested enough to 
come at all. Make allowance for the 
fact that many people who did come 
behaved like ‘‘groupies’’ in the 
presence of a movie celebrity. What 
you have left is a keenly focused 
awareness among the rest that the 
Pope of the Christians transforms the 
time and space that he enters. One 
need not be a Catholic (and I am not) 
or even a Christian to see that this is 
so for many people. 

That time and place were special 
for thousands of us. It was not a mo- 
ment like any other, not a place like 
any other. It was (in the ancient mean- 
ing of that word) miraculous: a time 
and a place that excited our sense of 
wonder, shedding its reflection on 
other times and places in our lives. For 
me, Halifax was changed, never to be 
quite the same again. 

That is what delighted me. Now let 
me say what troubled me. 

In an age when we choose our lead- 
ers democratically instead of giving our 
allegiance to kings, the Pope is a sym- 
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bol of monarchical power. I know, I 
know: the Pope carries a staff sur- 
mounted by a graphic sculpture of 
Jesus, despised and helpless on the 
cross. As the ‘‘Vicar’’ of Christ, the 
Pope literally ‘‘stands in’’ for that 
humble, suffering servant. But can 
anyone seriously perceive the Pope in 
that light when he mounts a platform 
on the Halifax Commons that would 
be envied by any emperor? 

There was a moment in 1981 when 
John Paul II was struck down by an 
assassin’s bullets. That was a terrible 
time, and one that I hope will never be 


Fohn Paul could have 
rebuked us, or he 
could have washed 
his hands of the whole 
‘‘royal tour’’ 
approach to religious 
renewal. But he did 
not. He responded to 
us with gentle irony... 








repeated. But my view is that the Pope 
was a far more effective ‘‘vicar’’ or 
**stand-in’’ for Christ at that time than 
he was on any towering platform dur- 
ing his Canadian visit. 

Whether their power is spiritual or 
temporal, having monarchs can be 
dangerous. We tend to turn to them as 
saviours with a ‘‘quick fix’? when the 
problems that beset us look over- 
whelming. Norman Cohn, the Jewish 
historian of ‘‘end-of-the-world’’ move- 
ments, noticed this pattern occurring 
over and over again in Western his- 
tory. Ordinary people who despair of 
setting their world right may abandon 
themselves to vain dreams of a human 
king who will return to set everything 
right. The English may dream of 
Arthur, the French of Charlemagne, 
and the Germans of Frederick. 

When the Pope, crowned and 
robed, stands high and mighty atop a 
pyramid, I fear we may be tempted to 





abandon personal responsibility for the 
religious value of our own lives. After 
all, we are so ordinary and he is so re- 
gal. Surely he will end the decay and 
frustration that surround us! 

He will not. He has gone back to 
Rome, and we are still here. If the 
parish that we live in is to be renewed, 
it will be because of how we live, not 
because of how some distant but 
powerful figure lives. ; 

I think that John Paul himself was 
aware of this issue during his visit. 

I was following his speech at the 
Youth Rally on Thursday night, com- 
paring what he said with the written 
copy that I had in my hand. He had 
just finished explaining that all people 
are united because all are brothers and 
sisters of Christ, when the crowd of 
75,000 burst into a cheer that could 
have won the pennant for the Expos. 

John Paul lowered his printed text, 
narrowed his eyes slightly at us, 
and ad-libbed a line that most of the 
cheering crowd missed: ‘‘I am glad to 
see that you understand the central 
mystery of our faith so well.’ 

When most of us use the word 
“‘mystery,» we mean something that is 
difficult to sort out, like an Agatha 
Christie novel. Clever people can do it 
in a short time by using a few clues; 
persistent people can do it by reading 
the whole book. 

But theologians mean something 
different by ‘‘mystery.’’ They mean 
something that cannot be completely 
understood by any human being, 
no matter how clever or good. That 
we are all one is a ‘‘mystery.”’ 

Deep down we all know we are not 
all one. When the Pope declares that 
we are really ‘‘all one,’’ the proper 
response is reflective silence, not a 
loud cheer. 

John Paul could have rebuked us, 
or he could have washed his hands of 
the whole “‘royal tour’’ approach to re- 
ligious renewal. But he did not. He re- 
sponded to us with gentle irony, a gift 
that Jesus, Mohammed, the Buddha, 
the Baal Shem Tov and others had call 
to exercise when they saw more deeply 
than the rest of us, but did not want to 
cut us off. 


Tom Sinclair-Faulkner is professor of re- 


ligion at Dalhousie University and editor- 
at-large of The Christian Century. 
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For the two of you, and when you 
host a special occasion, one of the 
loveliest ways is Noritake Sheer Ivory 
Bone China. 

Its color, Sheer Ivory, is a Noritake 
exclusive. Noritake Sheer Ivory 
Bone China, exceptional for its 
mellow translucence, is highly fired 
to give its delicate shapes fineness 
and strength. The pattern shown, 
one of twelve, is Shenandoah. 

See more beautiful ways! If you 
prefer the cool, classic beauty of 
traditional white porcelain, see 


Noritake White Formal China and 
Noritake Ireland China. Or, do you 
prefer porcelain in the soft warmth of 
ivory? See Noritake Ivory Formal 
China. All are part of Noritake’s 

78 years of expertise. See the 
incomparable selection of patterns 
and shapes that only your Noritake 
dealer can offer, and you'll see why— 
Noritake has more beautiful ways! 





See all of the beautiful Noritake patterns _ 
at finer stores, or for full color brochure _ 
send 50¢ to Noritake Canada Limited, 
Dept. 7,000, 90 Nugget Ave., « 

“Ontario MIS3A7.  —s 






